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The first 1-2 Gyrs of cosmic time with 
the widest Lyman-α surveys



• Luminous Lyα emitters (~1043.5 erg/s) at z=5.7-6.6 
much more common than thought 

• Evolution of the Lyα LF is at the faint end 

• Discovery of the most Luminous Lyα emitters 
at z=6.6: surprises! 
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(Å)

-0.2
0.0

0.2
0.4

0.6
0.8

1.0
1.2

Nor
m

al
ise

d
Fl

ux

Ly
α

CR7 data unsm
oot

hed

NB921 filter
profi

le

CR7 Smoot
hed

+ + = ???

Matthee, Sobral et al. 2015, MNRAS
Sobral, Matthee et al. 2015, ApJ

Sobral et al. in prep.
Santos et al. in prep.

Take home messages



What are their properties and stellar 
populations? ISM?

Can we find and study the first stars and galaxies?
From the Dark ages to the end of re-ionisation

Finding and studying 
sufficiently luminous galaxies 
allows for incredible progress 

right now!
See talks by e.g. : R. Bowler, D. Stark, G. Brammer



- narrow-band selects redshifted 1216 Å emission (optical at z>2) 

- Lyα emitted by young galaxies (high EW) 
- Lyα absorbed in more neutral IGM (test for re-ionisation)

Lyman-α as a tool to study young 
galaxies and re-ionisation



Ouchi et al. 2010 
  0.9 deg2 in UDS 

- NB magnitude < 26

Lyman-α Luminosity function z~3-6 
roughly constant



Ouchi et al. 2010  
  0.9 deg2 in UDS 

- NB magnitude < 26

Evolution at all Luminosities (?)

Lyman-α Luminosity function at z=6.6
Re-ionisation not complete?



Ouchi et al. 2010  
  0.9 deg2 in UDS 

- NB magnitude < 26

factor 30!

Surveys limited by cosmic variance (<1deg2)

Lyman-α Luminosity function at z=6.6

see also: Bowler et al. 2012, 2014



Ouchi et al. 2010 
  0.9 deg2 in UDS 

- NB magnitude < 26

Lyman-α Luminosity function z~3-6 
roughly constant -> “decline” at z>6?

What’s happening 
here?

Maybe not worth 
it?

see also: Bowler et al. 2012, 2014

Cosmic variance



Key things to address

• Need much larger (and multiple!) volumes. 
Most luminous sources may be visible much 
earlier on (first ionised bubbles?) 

• Need to spectroscopically confirm the results 

• Find the most luminous sources: allowing for 
actual detailed studies to be conducted 
without having to wait for JWST and/or E-
ELT. e.g. ISM, gas, metallicities



Lehnert et al. 2010 
~15 hours, VLT

very low S/N....

The big advantage for spectroscopic follow-up is that they will 
*not* look like this:

(see Bunker et al. 2013)



They will look like this!In ~ couple of 
hours See also: Oesch+2015; Zitrin+2015Spectroscopic Redshift for a Luminous z = 7.73 Galaxy 3
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Fig. 2.— Left – Mask layout of the two nights of MOSFIRE
Y-band observations of our primary target. These two nights pro-
vide two completely independent measurements of this galaxy at
two di↵erent orientations as well as two di↵erent positions along
di↵erent slitlets. This also allows us to exclude the possibility of
contamination in the final stacked spectrum from the two faint
neighboring galaxies present within 200 of the primary galaxy along
the slits. Right – The signal-to-noise ratio around the detected
emission line in the two independent 1D spectra of the two nights,
averaged over a 4 pixel width (⇠ 4 Å). A line is clearly detected at
> 4� independently in both 2 hr spectra from each night. We also
checked the unrectified frames to ensure that the positive flux in
the spectrum indeed originated from the expected position of the
galaxy along the spectrum.

Each of our mask contains one slitlet placed on a star
for monitoring the sky transparency and seeing condi-
tions of each exposure. We use this star to track the mask
drift across the detector (see, e.g., Kriek et al. 2014),
which we find to be ±1.5 pixels (±0.0027) and ±1 pixel
(±0.0018) during night 1 and 2, respectively. We sepa-
rately reduce di↵erent batches of the data (of 30-45 min
duration) to limit any S/N reduction caused by this drift,
before shifting and stacking the data.
The masks for the two nights have di↵erent orienta-

tions (Fig 2). The two independent data sets of the pri-
mary target thus add to the robustness of any detection.
After creating the 2D spectra for the di↵erent masks,
we applied the appropriate relative shift of the two 2D
frames before stacking the observations of the two nights
to our final 2D spectrum.
Similarly, 1D spectra were extracted separately for

each mask using an optimal extraction based on a pro-
file determined by the slit star. The extracted 1D spec-
tra were corrected for Galactic extinction and for telluric
absorption using nearby A0 stars observed in the same
night at similar airmass. The uncertainty in our opti-
mally extracted 1D spectra was determined empirically
from empty rows in the full, rectified 2D spectra of the
mask.
The absolute flux calibration was obtained from the

slit stars by comparison of the spectra with the 3D-HST
photometric catalogs (Skelton et al. 2014). An additional
small correction was applied to account for the extension
of individual sources in the slit mask by integrating the
seeing-matched HST images over the slit and comparing
with the slit loss of stellar sources.

4. RESULTS

Out of the eight z ⇠ 7 � 8 galaxy candidates, we de-
tected a significant emission line (at > 5�) for only one
source (EGS-zs8-1). This line is discussed in detail be-
low.
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Fig. 3.— MOSFIRE spectra of EGS-zs8-1. The full 2D spectrum
after 2-by-2 binning is shown in the top panel, while the optimally
extracted 1D spectrum is shown on the bottom. The 1D spec-
trum was smoothed by a 3 pixel (⇠ 3 Å) moving average filter for
clarity. The gray shaded area represents the 1� flux uncertainty,
while the dark red line shows the best-fit model. The line is quite
extended in the wavelength direction and shows clear asymmetry
with the expected shape typical for high-redshift Ly↵ lines. The
spectroscopic redshift measurement is zspec = 7.7302 ± 0.0006 in
excellent agreement with the previously determined photometric
redshift. Other line characteristics are summarized in Table 1.

TABLE 1
Measurements of Galaxy EGS-zs8-1

Target

R.A. (J2000) 14:20:34.89
Dec (J2000) 53:00:15.4
H160 25.03±0.05
M

UV

�22.06± 0.05

Emission Line

zspec 7.7302±0.0006
f(Ly↵) 1.7±0.3⇥10�17 erg s�1cm�2

L(Ly↵) 1.2±0.2⇥1043 erg s�1

EW0(Ly↵)a 21±4 Å
S
w

15±6 Å
FWHMb 13±3 Å
VFWHM

b 360+90
�70 km s�1

Physical Parametersc

logM
gal

/M� 9.9±0.2
log age/yr 8.0±0.5
log SFR/(M�yr�1) 1.9± 0.2
log SSFR �8.0± 0.4
AUV 1.6 mag
UV slope � �1.7±0.1

a Not corrected for IGM absorption.
b Derived from truncated Gaussian fit, corrected for
instrumental broadening, but not for IGM absorp-
tion.
c Based on SED fits (see Sect 5; Oesch et al. 2014).

4.1. A Ly↵ Emission Line at z = 7.730

The spectra of our target source EGS-zs8-1 (see Ta-
ble 1 for summary of properties) revealed a significant
emission line at the expected slit position in both masks
independently (right panels Fig 2). The full 4 hr stacked



Figure 1: Left: Our z>6 candidates (stars) and the 10 deg2 area covered by  our CFHT/WIRCam survey  in 
SA22 (thick blue line), which matches extremely  well to the deep optical and deep UKIDSS J and K surveys. 
The area of the HUDF is represented with false RA and Dec coordinates: our survey probes >3000 times 
such area. Right: Selection of narrow-band line emitters, showing all the detections, the emitters (red) and 
the Lyman-alpha candidates.

Figure 3: Left: Stacked Redshift probability  distribution for our different classes of candidates (see Matthee et 
al. 2014). Right: As shown in Matthee et al. (2014), but see also Faisst et al. (2014), spectroscopic follow-up is 
crucial to confirm the candidates, and even the best candidates can be found to either be at a different 
redshift, or be variable sources/supernovae. By  obtaining high-SN NIR spectra we will robustly address the 
nature of all candidates and quantify  the range and fraction of contaminants. We note that this is the only  way 
to robustly unveil the nature of these candidates.

  ugriz stack      Em. line           NBJ                  J                   K
C1231

F6782
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redshift, as neighbouring sources will have larger overlapping ion-
ized spheres and therefore a higher fraction of escaped Ly↵ photons
(e.g. Ouchi et al. 2010).

In order to find the most luminous Ly↵ emitters in the epoch
of reionization which would be suitable for spectroscopic follow-
up, we have undertaken the widest area search with a near infrared
narrow-band filter to date. This paper is organised in the follow-
ing way. §2 presents the details of the observations, and describes
the data reduction, calibrations and source extraction. §3 presents
the criteria for sources being selected as Ly↵ candidates and the
results from the narrow-band search. §4 presents the spectroscopic
follow-up observations and results. §5 discusses the results such as
constraints on the Ly↵ z = 8.8 luminosity function, and our sur-
vey is compared to past and future surveys. Finally, §6 outlines the
conclusions. A H

0

= 70 km s�1 Mpc�1, ⌦
M

= 0.3 and ⌦
⇤

= 0.7
cosmology is used and all magnitudes are in the AB system, except
if noted otherwise.

2 NARROW-BAND OBSERVATIONS AND DATA
REDUCTION

During September-December 2011 and October-November 2012,
we obtained medium depth narrow-band J photometry (NB

J

=
22.2, 5�, F

lim

= 7 ⇥ 10�17 erg s�1 cm�2) over a 10 deg2 area in
the SSA22 field using CFHT’s WIRCam (Puget et al. 2004) with
a typical seeing of 0.600. The SSA22 field is the widest contiguous
field for which a wealth of multi-wavelength data is available, most
importantly ugriz from CFHTLS-Wide and JK from UKIDSS-
DXS, see Fig. 2.

We use the LowOH2 filter (�
c

= 1.187µm, �� = 0.01µm)
which can detect Ly↵ emission (�

0

= 121.6nm) at z = 8.76±0.04
in a comoving volume of 4.7 ⇥ 106 Mpc3. This is larger by at
least half an order of magnitude compared to the largest previous
survey. Detailed information on the observations, data reduction
and general selection of emitters can be found in Sobral et al. (in
prep.), but see also Sobral et al. (2013b). In this paper we explore
potential Ly↵ candidates in the sample of emitters.

2.1 Source Extraction and Survey Limits

We use SExtractor (Bertin & Arnouts 1996) and detect ⇠ 350, 000
sources across the 10 deg2 narrow-band coverage. The 5� AB-
magnitude limit for the survey is NB

J

= 22.2, corresponding to
an emission line flux limit of 7⇥10�17 erg s�1 cm�2. This limit is
computed by measuring the average background rms of the narrow-
band images in empty 200 diameter apertures, which is the aperture
we use throughout the paper for all measurements. We note that
because we use random aperture measurements, the rms that we
measure already accounts for correlations in the noise. The limiting
magnitude is converted to line-flux using the following formula:

F
line

= ��
NBJ

f
NBJ � f

J

1� (��
NBJ /��

J

)
(1)

Here F
line

is the line-flux (also called Ly↵ flux), ��
NBJ and ��

J

(��
J

= 0.158µm) are the widths of the narrow-band and broad-
band filter respectively, while f

NBJ and f
J

are the respective flux
densities.

Figure 2. The surveyed area in the SSA22 field and overlap with other sur-
veys. In grey we show all detected NB

J

sources, where white stars indicate
the positions of the brightest stars (J < 10.5). NB

J

represents the area
of the survey presented here. For Ly↵ emitters at z = 8.76, the surveyed
area roughly corresponds to ⇠ 40 ⇥ 60 Mpc, with a depth of ⇠ 180 Mpc
comoving. Our Ly↵ candidates are shown as green stars. The overlapping
regions with CFHTLS W4 (ugriz), UKIDSS DXS (JK) (Lawrence et al.
2007) and VVDS (spectro-z) (Le Fèvre et al. 2005) are shown. For compar-
ison, we also plot the size of the Hubble Ultra Deep Field, which is ⇠ 3000
times smaller than the area of this survey.

3 NARROW-BAND SELECTION OF CANDIDATES

In order to identify Ly↵ candidates, we look for line-emitters which
show the characteristics of a z > 7 source. These should have a
Lyman-break, which should occur between the z and J band, and
a flat or blue J � K colour to exclude very dusty, lower redshift
galaxies with strong breaks (e.g. the 4000 Å break). In practice, we
use the following criteria:

(i) Be selected as a line-emitter in Sobral et al. (in prep.) (as
described in §3.1 below).

(ii) No detection in filters on the blue side of the J-band (see
§3.2.1).

(iii) No visible detection in the stack of all optical bands (see
§3.2.2).

(iv) Reliable excess between NB
J

and J (see §3.2.3).
(v) J�K 6 0 and a photometric redshift consistent with z > 4

(see §3.2.4).

3.1 Emission line candidates

Emitters were selected using two criteria which quantify the ex-
cess the narrow-band has over the broadband. Firstly, the observed
EW should be larger than 30 Å, corresponding to a rest-frame Ly↵
EW of 3 Å. Secondly, the ⌃ parameter (Eq. 2), which quantifies
the significance of the narrow-band excess compared to the noise
(Bunker et al. 1995), should be larger than 3 (similar to Sobral et al.
(2013a)).

⌃ =
1� 10�0.4(J�NBJ )

10�0.4(ZP�NBJ )

p
⇡r2

ap

(�2

NBJ
+ �2

J

)
(2)

Where ZP is the zeropoint of the photometry (25), r
ap

is the radius
of the apertures in pixels and � the RMS per pixel in each band. In
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Figure 3. Colour-magnitude diagram for the NB
J

sources. The J�NB
J

colour is corrected using the z-band to compensate for the fact that the
NB

J

filter is not in the center of the broadband, see Sobral et al. (in prep.)
for more details. The dotted horizontal line is for an observed EW of 30
Å, which corresponds to J�NB

J

> 0.3. The ⌃ = 3 curve is shown for
the average depth of the survey. Emitters are shown in red, as they have
Equivalent Widths > 30 Å and have a ⌃ > 3. The final Ly↵ candidates
are shown with a green star and show a typical rest-frame EW (EW

0

) of
⇠ 100 Å. The full sample of emitters is presented in Sobral et al. (in prep.).

case of non-detections in J , the detection limit was assigned. More
detailed information of the procedure and the full sample of emit-
ters will be presented in Sobral et al. (in prep). Using these criteria,
out of the ⇠ 350, 000 NB

J

sources individually detected, 6315
emitters were selected (see Fig. 3). This is after removing 2285
spurious sources and artefacts from bright stars by visual checks.

3.2 Selecting Ly↵ candidates at z = 8.8

3.2.1 Excluding lower redshift interlopers: optical broadband
photometry

A z ⇠ 9 source should be undetected in filters on the blue side
of the J-band, because the light at these wavelengths is absorbed
by the IGM. This means that candidates must be undetected in the
u, g, r, i and z bands. Data in these broadbands is available from
the CFHT Legacy Survey (CFHTLS)1. Deep data in the J and K
bands is available from UKIDSS-DXS-DR102 (J

AB

⇠ 23.4, limit
measured by the artificial star test). Two catalogues with sources
in the optical bands of the CFHTLS were used. The first catalogue
was the public CFHTLS-T0007 catalogue, in which sources were
detected in the gri-stack. The second catalogue (Kim et al. in prep)
contains 859,774 sources with photometric redshifts. It used J-
band images from UKIDSS-DXS-DR10 for the detection on im-
ages. This catalogue is called the SSA22 catalogue and has depths
of (u,g,r,i,z,J ,K) = (25.2, 25.5, 25.0, 24.8, 23.9, 23.4, 22.9). For
the optical these depths are taken from the public CFHTLS cata-
logue and correspond to 80% completeness, for JK these are 90%
completeness (Kim et al. in prep).

The line-emitters were matched to the CFHTLS and SSA22
catalogues with a maximum 100 separation on the sky using TOPCAT
(Taylor 2005). A list with candidates that followed the first criterion
was made by clearing sources with magnitudes brighter than the

1 http://www.cfht.hawaii.edu/Science/CFHTLS/
2 http://www.ukidss.org/

Step Number

Line-emitters 6315
No optical detection 302
No detection in optical stack 40
Believable excess, NB

J

, J detections 25
Max number of Ly↵ candidates 13
With robust constraints 2

Fraction of H�/[OIII] 0.36
Fraction of [OII] 0.23
Fraction of z ⇠ 3� 6 emission lines 0.13
Fraction of z < 0.8 emission lines 0.18
Fraction of Ly↵ candidates 0.10

Table 1. Number of candidate Ly↵ emitters at z = 8.8 after each step and
fractions of lower redshift interlopers out of the 302 sources without optical
detection.

limits in one or more of the optical bands. After this first criterion,
302 candidates remained.

3.2.2 Visual check: optical stack

For line-emitters that passed the first criterion, thumbnails were
made of the stack of the optical bands ugriz. This is necessary
to reject sources which have flux in the optical which is too faint to
be detected in a single band, but that will be revealed in the stack
as it has an estimated depth of ⇠ 27 AB. Using the stack, sources
with a detection in the optical (on the blue side of J) were identi-
fied and ruled out as z = 8.8 LAE. After this step, 40 candidates
remained. Most of the candidates which were lost in this step are
lower redshift contaminants such as [OII] at z = 2.2, see Sobral et
al. (in prep.). This is confirmed by their very red J �K colours.

3.2.3 Visual check narrow-band, broadband and excess

Thumbnails are also made from the UKIRT J and K images and
of the narrow-band image itself (see Fig A.1 and A.2 in the ap-
pendix and e.g. Fig. 5). Sources are then visually checked again
in all bands. By comparing the broadband and narrow-band image,
we were able to confirm if the source demonstrates a true narrow-
band excess, instead of an excess caused by a boosted background.
We also check whether the narrow-band flux density is consistent
with that of the broadband J , because the broadband includes the
narrow-band wavelength coverage. After all these visual checks 25
candidates remained, as 15 were marked as spurious or unreliable.

3.2.4 Photometric redshifts

Self-consistent photometry for the candidates was made by run-
ning SExtractor in dual-image mode on the thumbnails, using the
narrow-band image as the detection image. In the case of non-
detections by SExtractor in any of the other bands, the limit-
ing magnitudes of the catalogue (see §3.2.1) were assigned. Us-
ing this consistent set of fluxes of the candidates in different
wavelengths, we were able to derive a photometric redshift us-
ing EAZY3(Brammer, van Dokkum & Coppi 2008). Unfortunately
EAZY doesn’t have a template for strong Ly↵ emission, therefore

3 http://www.astro.yale.edu/eazy/
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Figure 4. Top panel: Stacked redshift-�2 distribution for the three samples. Bottom panel: Stacked Spectral Energy Distribution of: (left, green) our robust Ly↵
candidates (z

phot

= 8.7), (centre, blue) the other Ly↵ candidates (z
phot

= 7.2) and (right, red) the dominant lower redshift interlopers (z
phot

= 2.1). For
the interlopers the fits clearly prefer a dusty, red galaxy solution. In the top panel, dashed grey shows the redshift-�2 distribution of the most robust candidates
for running EAZY without adding the Ly↵ flux. The degeneracy between the [OII] and high redshift solution can clearly be seen in all three subsets. For the
Ly↵ candidates the high redshift solution is preferred.

we create supplementary templates where we added this emission
line to existing templates.

Some candidates at this point show a red J � K colour and
potentially very faint detections (below the 1-� limit) in the r, i or
z band and are also not visible in the optical stack, indicating that
these sources are likely very dusty lower redshift line-emitters. The
emission line detected is in this case likely [OII] at z = 2.2 and
the break between z and J the 4000 Å break, which can mimic
the Lyman break. From the 25 candidates for which we obtained
an SED, 12 were marked as lower redshift contaminants. This left
13 candidates, which couldn’t be further rejected without follow-up
observations. We divide these candidates in different groups below.

3.2.5 Different types of candidates

The candidates can be ordered in three different groups: i) candi-
dates with detections in NB

J

, J and K, ii) candidates with NB
J

and J detections and iii) candidates with only strong NB
J

detec-
tions. The measured magnitudes and computed quantities for indi-

vidual candidates can be seen in Table A.1 in the appendix, which
also shows how the candidates are grouped. The first group con-
tains the two most robust sources with detections in J (> 5�),
best constrained iz � J break, robust blue J �K colours and best
constrained SED, see Fig. 5 and Fig. 4. The second group consists
of three candidates with both NB

J

and J , while the third group
consists of 10 possible candidates with weak SED constraints and
fainter JK detections (see Fig. 4). Thumbnails for all candidates
are shown in Fig. A.1 and Fig. A.2.

3.2.6 Statistical likelihood

In order to further investigate our selection, we stacked the thumb-
nails in all bands for the two robust candidates with best con-
strained broadband photometry, the 11 other candidates and the
dominant lower redshift interlopers with individual photometric
redshift of ⇠ 2. We measured the stacks with the narrow-band im-
age as detection image and ran EAZY to compute photometric red-
shifts. As can be seen in Fig. 4, red and dusty galaxy templates are

c� 2013 RAS, MNRAS 000, 1–13
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Table 2. Narrow-band Ly↵ surveys at z > 7.

Reference Area Depth z No. LAE Field
(arcmin2) (1042 erg s�1)

Ota et al. 2010 4680 9.2 7 3 SXDS
Tilvi et al. 2010 784 4 7.7 4 LALA Cetus
Hibon et al. 2010 400 6 7.7 7 CFHT-LS D1
Hibon et al. 2011 465 ⇠ 1 6.96 6 COSMOS
Clément et al. 2012 169 ⇠ 2 7.7 0 Bullet, GOODS-S, CFHT-LS D4
Krug et al. 2012 760 5.5 7.7 4 COSMOS

Willis & Courbin 2005 6.25 20 ⇠ 9 0 HDF South
Willis et al. 2008 12 10 ⇠ 9 0 Abell 1689, 1835, 114
Cuby et al. 2007 31 13 8.8 0 GOODS
Sobral et al. 2009b 5040 63 8.96 0 COSMOS, UDS
This paper 32400 63 8.76 0 SSA22

Figure 7. Constraint on the Ly↵ at z ⇠ 9 luminosity function of this paper compared to LFs at lower redshifts, a scaled LF extrapolation and optimistic fitted
upper limit LF. The thick blue line shows the new constraint, drawn from the non-detections in our survey (after spectroscopic follow-up). The new constraint
improves previous ones by a factor of five. The thick green line is an optimistic fitted Schechter function based on our observations and earlier observations at
z = 7.7, while the magenta line shows a fitted power law. The red line is an extrapolation from luminosity functions at lower redshift. The green area marks
the region where we expect to observe LAEs, where there is a higher chance in the darker region. Also shown are the points from lower redshift narrow-band
searches. We plot the point of the depth of the finished VISTA NB118 GTO survey (Milvang-Jensen et al. 2013) and make a realistic estimate of what the
depth will be of the ongoing UltraVista NB118 survey (McCracken et al. 2012).

c� 2013 RAS, MNRAS 000, 1–13
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Figure 6. SINFONI IFU spectra from the five observed candidates (red).
For illustrative reasons a constant is added to all fluxes except C1231. The
bottom row (blue) shows how our emission lines should have looked based
on the narrow-band estimated flux. The dashed vertical lines represent the
width of the narrow-band filter.

candidates, we extract a one-dimensional spectrum from the dat-
acube, collapsed over a region with diameter of 1.200 centered at the
position of the narrow-band source, and show these in Fig. 6. These
spectra have a noise of 0.7� 1.1 ⇥ 10�18 erg s�1 cm�2 Å�1 over
the wavelength range 1.182 � 1.192µm (the approximate range
of the narrow-band filter) and so a 3� detection limit for a line
of width FWHM = 250 km s�1 (typical for z ⇠ 7 LAEs of Ouchi
et al. 2010) of 1⇥ 10�17 erg s�1 cm�2. As Fig. 6 shows, none of
the Ly↵ candidates are detected in emission by SINFONI, despite
the flux limit of our narrow-band survey which should have yield
> 7� detections in all cases had emission lines been present. We
also search for emission lines in the central 5⇥500 coverage, but find
nothing above 2�. We must conclude that, although the two most
robust candidates can still be real Lyman-break galaxies based on
their broadband magnitudes, they are excluded as luminous Ly↵
emitters at z = 8.8. The others observed candidates are excluded
as well. As these are the ones that resemble other candidates in the
literature, their nature needs to be investigated (see §4.2). This has
significant implications for other surveys.

One thing to note is that lower redshift line-emitters drawn
from the same sub-sample (with similar excess significance and
estimated line fluxes) were followed up with KMOS (Sobral et al.
2013b) and that strong emission lines were found in all of them.

4.2 Contaminations to high-z narrow-band searches:
spurious sources, variability & equatorial objects

This section gives an explanation for none of the candidates be-
ing confirmed. To do this we again look at the different groups of
candidates.

i) We observed both candidates in the first group with the
strongest NB

J

, J and K photometry. The most likely explana-
tion, given the relatively low ⌃, but robust J and K (and given

that the observations span different times), is that the excess is be-
ing boosted by noise. To estimate this, we look at the number of
sources which are not selected as line-emitters, but fulfil the cri-
teria of having no ugriz and a blue J � K colour and have reli-
able J and K detections, just as the two robust candidates in this
group. From this number (306) we can compute that when looking
at 3⌃ excess sources, we can expect 0.41 of these to have an excess
by chance. The probability of getting both a 3.72 ⌃ and a 3.03 ⌃
source amongst the 306 is 1.1%, this is low, but still possible.

ii) We observed the most robust candidate with only NB
J

and
J detections, and argue that, next to the possibility of the sources
also being a statistical fluke, these sources are prone to variabil-
ity. The time difference between the observations in J and NB

J

is
of order 1 � 2 years. Because candidates are selected as having a
narrow-band excess, variable sources which appear to be more lu-
minous at the time when the narrow-band observations are taken
than at the time when the broad-band observations are taken, lead
to a false narrow-band excess. A rough estimate of variability is
made by counting the number of sources with a very significant
negative excess (⌃ < -7 and EW<-40 Å,) and excluding stars. We
investigate whether any of these negative excess sources (300 in
total) is caused by variability. By careful visual inspection of these
sources (to determine whether the negative excess is real) we con-
clude that a fraction of 81 % of these negative line emitters is a vari-
able source. The other negative excess sources are binary stars or
extended objects selected as two different sources in one of the fil-
ters by SExtractor. So in total a fraction of 7⇥10�4 (0.81⇥ 300

350000

)
of the line emitters is a variable source. This means that we can
expect 4.4 line-emitters to be variable, possibly explaining the non-
detection of our 3 Ly↵ candidates of this type.

iii) The candidates which only rely on a narrow-band detection
have the chance of being a random noise spike, especially given
that we observed a very wide area. We can get an estimate of the
number of spurious sources in our survey by computing the total
number of independent PSFs across the whole field. With a me-
dian seeing of 0.600 (Sobral et al. in prep) and an effective area of
9 deg2, we have 3.2 ⇥ 108 PSFs. We computed local noise esti-
mates around the candidates by taking the standard deviation from
the counts in 1,000,000 200 diameter apertures randomly distributed
in ⇠ 1.7 arcmin2 around the candidates, masking stars and other
bright objects (NB

J

< 20), see Table A1 in the Appendix. For
the candidates in the third group, their median �-detection is 5.44,
based on the local noise. Using the number of PSFs, a total number
of 8.5 spurious noise spikes is expected at this significance, which
can explain the spectroscopic non-detection of the 8 candidates in
this group. We have done a visual analysis to remove clearly spu-
rious sources, such as those near stars or in noisy regions, but this
analysis might have missed these random noise peaks. Also, as the
SSA22 field is equatorial, there is a slight chance that we observe
small solar system objects in our narrow-band and this could also
contaminate searches in other equatorial fields.

5 THE LYA LUMINOSITY FUNCTION

5.1 Volume corrections

By assuming a top-hat filter profile, the comoving volume is 4.7⇥
106 Mpc3, as our survey covered 9.0 deg2, which is the area where
the 10 deg2 NB

J

survey overlaps with both the UKIDSS J and
CFHTLS ugriz surveys. The comoving volume must be corrected
by including the dependency of the comoving volume on the lumi-
nosity, caused by the filter not being a perfect top-hat (e.g Sobral

c� 2013 RAS, MNRAS 000, 1–13

Figure 2: Left: Lyman-alpha luminosity  function at z~7.7 and our current constraint at z~8.8 (Matthee et al. 
2014). Right: Thumbnails of 2 candidates showing (left to right): ugriz stack, line emission (narrow-band, 
continuum subtracted: NBJ-J), narrow  band J (NBJ), J and K. Our observations will allow us to confirm or 
refute the candidates, but also to characterize the contaminants.
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2014)
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Sobral Part B2 XGAL-PARUS

improvement on current samples. Sources like the z=7.73 Oesch et al. 2015 Lyα emitter (LLyα~1043.1 erg s−1) 
will be easily identified by my survey. Figures 2 and 6 present the likely number density of such galaxies and 
how that compares with the full sample (forecasts with different scenarios) we will obtain. 

  

Fig. 6- A schematic view of the Lyα surveys that, all-together (and including all the follow-up and detailed 
modelling), make up my unique ERC project: XGAL-PARUS. The figure shows my surveys at different 
redshifts (size of squares scales linearly with volume; scale also shown on the plot) with different 
instruments, depths and redshifts, and a comparison with past surveys (including those led by me). My 
survey strategy maximises the use of archival data already available, in combination with our pilot surveys, 
but also fully explores our unique access to e.g. INT and WHT telescopes in La Palma, the access to HSC 
data, and, most of all, our own VISTA narrow-band survey, providing the first wide, but deep enough 
window well into the epoch of re-ionisation at z=7.7, which will result in many potential breakthroughs. 
Note that the volumes that will be covered are all 10-100 times larger than even the largest ever obtained, 
which will allow, for the first time, to derive statistical samples of even the most luminous sources, both 
prior and after re-ionisation. 

             

Table 1- Predictions for the number of Lyα emitters in my ambitious z=7.7 VISTA survey, the higher redshift 
component of my ERC project (Y-NBS, also shown in Fig. 6) down to 3σ (5σ in brackets). To estimate the 
number of sources, 3 methods were used: 1) extrapolating the evolution of the Schechter function seen on 
Fig. 3 to z=7.7, 2) evolving the slope of a power-law from z=5.7 to z=7.3 and extrapolating to z=7.7 and 3) 
evolving the normalisation of a power-law, in the same way as the previous scenarios. Numbers of sources 
are given in the final column. See Fig. 3 for the different LF types/scenarios. 

#9
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Table 1: Predictions for the number of Ly↵ emitters in my unique z = 7.7 survey (Y-NBS) down to 3� (5� in brackets).

To estimate the number of sources, 3 methods were used: i) extrapolating the evolution of the Schechter function seen

on Fig. 3 to z = 7.7, ii) evolving the slope of a power-law from z = 5.7 to z = 7.3 and extrapolating to z = 7.7 and iii)

evolving the normalisation of a power-law, in the same way as the previous scenarios. Numbers of sources are given in

the final column. See Fig. 3 for the di↵erent LF types/scenarios.

Y-NBS component LF type (z = 7.7) Area Volume Luminosity limit (Ly↵) # Sources
(deg2) ⇥106 Mpc3 log

10

erg s�1, 3 � (5 �) 3 � (5 �)
Deep Schechter 3 2.34 42.3 (42.75) 96 (33)
Deep Power-law bright 3 2.34 42.3 (42.75) 65 (34)
Deep Power-law 3 2.34 42.3 (42.75) 77 (17)
Wide Schechter 12 9.37 42.85 (43.3) 73 (8)
Wide Power-law bright 12 9.37 42.85 (43.3) 94 (49)
Wide Power-law 12 9.37 42.85 (43.3) 38 (8)

Solving current problems and limitations thus calls for: i) surveys that can target Ly↵ directly to understand
how its EW, luminosity function and other properties are varying, and ii) surveys that can target su�ciently
large volumes to properly address how rare such early ionised bubbles are. Furthermore, having information on
Ly↵ only is simply not enough: any decline could be due to ISM e↵ects (e.g. a changing LyC escape fraction
or clumpiness), and thus measuring the clustering is the other key aspect to understand re-ionisation.

Narrow-band surveys with wide-field imagers: an extremely e�cient solution

Narrow-band surveys have been extremely successful in detecting and confirming Ly↵ selected galaxies at
z = 3 � 7. They reveal little evolution in the Ly↵ luminosity function (LF) from z ⇠ 3 to z ⇠ 6 (e.g. Ouchi et
al. 2008), while the UV LF decreases significantly over the same redshifts (e.g. Bouwens et al. 2015), indicative
of an intrinsic brightening of Ly↵ (Hayes et al. 2011). Between z ⇠ 6 and z ⇠ 7 there is growing evidence
for a strong decline of the Ly↵ LF for faint emitters, which could be a signal of re-ionization (e.g. Konno et
al. 2014; see Figure 2), in line with the results from follow-up of UV selected sources (e.g. Tilvi et al. 2014).
However, much remains to be understood, particularly at the bright end, as most surveys cover < 1 deg2 areas
(< 105 Mpc3; see Figure 2). This is a key aspect that needs to be addressed to understand the nature of Ly↵
emitters at the highest redshifts, but also to use them to trace and understand the patchiness of re-ionisation.

Recently, Matthee et al. (2015; see Figure 2) undertook a 5 deg2 narrow-band survey with Subaru’s Suprime-
Cam by using the NB921 filter, which selects galaxies with strong Ly↵ emission at z = 6.6. Using this approach,
Matthee et al. are sensitive to the brightest emission line sources, ideal for spectroscopic follow-up. The benefits
of this approach have been successfully validated, with Sobral et al. (2015) already confirming the two most
luminous Ly↵ in the COSMOS field using the VLT and Keck (see Figure 3).

How to move forward?

In order to probe the evolution of the Ly↵ luminosity function over both faint and bright magnitudes, and obtain
the first statistical samples to study in detail the nature of these sources well into the epoch of re-ionisation
(z > 7), one needs carefully planned surveys. Our team is already leading a set of pilot very wide Ly↵ surveys
at z = 3 � 7 (e.g. Matthee et al. 2014, 2015; Sobral et al. 2015). By obtaining the largest survey at z ⇠ 6.6,
we found that the bright end of the LF is not declining like the faint end from z ⇠ 6 to z ⇠ 7: bright Ly↵
sources are much more common (30⇥ more common) than expected (Matthee et al. 2015; Figure 2). The
results may mean that we are witnessing preferential re-ionisation happening around the most luminous sources
first, consistent with patchy re-ionisation. These sources may already be free (in their immediate surroundings)
of a significant amount of neutral hydrogen, thus making their Ly↵ emission observable (e.g. Figure 2). Even
more surprising is the nature of these very luminous Ly↵ emitters. Our limited follow-up of the most
luminous LAEs at z = 6.6 with Keck and the VLT (e.g. Figure 3) has already revealed that these sources
are likely very metal poor, with very high EWs and with narrow lines (Figure 4). Particularly, CR7 (Sobral
et al. 2015) reveals unique features, including a very high EW (⇡ 80 Å) Heii 1640 Å narrow emission line and
no metal lines (Figure 4), indicating e↵ective temperatures of ⇠ 100, 000K or higher, extremely low metallicity
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Largest LyỬ surveys 2<z<8
Our on-going and planned surveys
PI: Sobral
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Results: 
99 LAEs in UDS 
15 LAEs in COSMOS 
2 LAEs in SA22-Deep 
18 LAEs in SA22-Wide 

“Himiko”
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Results: 
99 LAEs in UDS 
15 LAEs in COSMOS 
2 LAEs in SA22-Deep 
18 LAEs in SA22-Wide 

“Himiko”

Even brighter!

All CANDELS combined

Sobral et al. 2015



Results: 
99 LAEs in UDS 
15 LAEs in COSMOS 
2 LAEs in SA22-Deep 
18 LAEs in SA22-Wide 

“Himiko”

Even brighter!
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Figure 4. Number counts in our three fields, compared to the bins from
Ouchi et al. (2010). The bins are only corrected for completeness. The
SA22-Wide bins are corrected for contamination from variable sources and
supernovae, empirically calibrated in COSMOS. Note the good agreement
between measurements from all fields, although some variance is found
which is likely due to cosmic variance.

sources and we can furthermore check our line-flux completeness
procedure (see above) and see how the two compare.
We produce small cutouts (5” ⇥ 5”) around CR7, Himiko and
MASOSA and add them to 100 random positions per pointing in
SA22, excluding masked regions. After this, we run SEXTRACTOR
with identical settings as used on the original images and compute
the fraction of our input sources which is detected. We repeat this
a 1000 times per image and use the average recovered fraction
as detection completeness. On average, we find a detection com-
pleteness of 44 %, with a standard deviation of 20 % in different
pointings. The detection completeness is highest for MASOSA, 64
%, around the average for CR7, 43 %, and lowest for Himiko, 27
%. This is because the first source is not extended, while the other
two are extended and therefore have lower surface brightnesses.
Note that we do not exclude pixel positions with actual sources
or regions with a slightly lower signal to noise, which both
decreases the completeness. The average detection completeness
is remarkably similar to our estimated line-flux completeness
(which is 46 % for the average line-flux of the three sources). The
large variation in detection completeness between the different
sources, which have almost the same 2” magnitude, highlights
the need for a completeness based on line-flux, instead of detection.

4.2 Number densities

We show our number densities in Fig. 4 and compare with the num-
ber densities from Ouchi et al. (2010) (purple circles), which is
based majorly on UDS. Our UDS points agree with those of Ouchi
et al. (2010), while the SA22-Deep and COSMOS bins (which are
spectroscopically confirmed) converge at brighter luminosities and
are also consistent with Ouchi et al. (2010). Our SA22-Wide num-
ber densities are more uncertain, since there is no spectroscopic
confirmation yet and the photometric constraints are weaker than
in the other fields. However, even if there are still some contami-
nants, these further highlight a departure from a Schechter function
(already indicated by our spectroscopically confirmed sample) at
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Figure 5. Luminosity function at z = 6.6: comparison of number densities
and fits with and without filter profile correction. We compare our number
densities in UDS with those of Ouchi et al. (2010), which are largely based
on the UDS field as well. We show that our red hexagons (before correcting
for the filter profile) agree well with the green squares from Ouchi et al.
(2010), whose fit to the data is shown as a solid green line. The dashed green
line shows our fit to their total data (fixing ↵ = �1.5 in Eq. 5, and including
the brightest bin), which differs significantly from their published fit. The fit
to our data (↵ fixed to �1.5; dashed red line) again agrees well, indicating
that our results are similar. The effect of the filter profile correction is shown
by comparing the blue hexagons with the red hexagons. The effect is that the
number density of bright line-emitters is higher, while the number density
of faint line-emitter is slightly lower. The blue line shows the fit to the bins
after correcting for the filter profile, which again highlights the effect of
the correction. The grey line shows a model prediction by Gronke et al.
(2015) which is based on the LBG LF and a Ly↵ EW distribution, frozen
at z = 6.0. It is remarkable that there it agrees well with the blue curve,
despite not being a fit.

Luminosity bin Number density correction factor
42.5 0.99
42.7 1.07
42.9 1.18
43.1 1.32
43.3 1.51
43.5 1.77
43.7 2.08
43.9 2.79

Table 5. Correction factors for the number densities at z = 6.6. These
corrections are made for the bias arising from the observations through the
filter profile not being a top-hat. Because of the filter profile, luminous LAEs
can be observed as faint LAEs, meaning that their real number densities are
higher than observed. This is particularly important for when comparing
narrow-band LAE searches with IFU based LAE searches.

high luminosities and indicate that the observed Ly↵ luminosity
function at z = 6.6 can be fitted by a powerlaw (e.g. the pentagons
in Fig. 4). The powerlaw fit is:

log10(
�

Mpc

�3 ) = 68.38 � 1.68 log10(
LLy↵

erg s

�1
)

Since we have only two sources in SA22-Deep and since this
agrees very well UDS and COSMOS, we will include them when
we refer to the UDS+COSMOS sample in the remainder of the
text. We will also refer to the SA22-Wide results as SA22.
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Figure 4. Number counts in our three fields, compared to the bins from
Ouchi et al. (2010). The bins are only corrected for completeness. The
SA22-Wide bins are corrected for contamination from variable sources and
supernovae, empirically calibrated in COSMOS. Note the good agreement
between measurements from all fields, although some variance is found
which is likely due to cosmic variance.

sources and we can furthermore check our line-flux completeness
procedure (see above) and see how the two compare.
We produce small cutouts (5” ⇥ 5”) around CR7, Himiko and
MASOSA and add them to 100 random positions per pointing in
SA22, excluding masked regions. After this, we run SEXTRACTOR
with identical settings as used on the original images and compute
the fraction of our input sources which is detected. We repeat this
a 1000 times per image and use the average recovered fraction
as detection completeness. On average, we find a detection com-
pleteness of 44 %, with a standard deviation of 20 % in different
pointings. The detection completeness is highest for MASOSA, 64
%, around the average for CR7, 43 %, and lowest for Himiko, 27
%. This is because the first source is not extended, while the other
two are extended and therefore have lower surface brightnesses.
Note that we do not exclude pixel positions with actual sources
or regions with a slightly lower signal to noise, which both
decreases the completeness. The average detection completeness
is remarkably similar to our estimated line-flux completeness
(which is 46 % for the average line-flux of the three sources). The
large variation in detection completeness between the different
sources, which have almost the same 2” magnitude, highlights
the need for a completeness based on line-flux, instead of detection.

4.2 Number densities

We show our number densities in Fig. 4 and compare with the num-
ber densities from Ouchi et al. (2010) (purple circles), which is
based majorly on UDS. Our UDS points agree with those of Ouchi
et al. (2010), while the SA22-Deep and COSMOS bins (which are
spectroscopically confirmed) converge at brighter luminosities and
are also consistent with Ouchi et al. (2010). Our SA22-Wide num-
ber densities are more uncertain, since there is no spectroscopic
confirmation yet and the photometric constraints are weaker than
in the other fields. However, even if there are still some contami-
nants, these further highlight a departure from a Schechter function
(already indicated by our spectroscopically confirmed sample) at
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Figure 5. Luminosity function at z = 6.6: comparison of number densities
and fits with and without filter profile correction. We compare our number
densities in UDS with those of Ouchi et al. (2010), which are largely based
on the UDS field as well. We show that our red hexagons (before correcting
for the filter profile) agree well with the green squares from Ouchi et al.
(2010), whose fit to the data is shown as a solid green line. The dashed green
line shows our fit to their total data (fixing ↵ = �1.5 in Eq. 5, and including
the brightest bin), which differs significantly from their published fit. The fit
to our data (↵ fixed to �1.5; dashed red line) again agrees well, indicating
that our results are similar. The effect of the filter profile correction is shown
by comparing the blue hexagons with the red hexagons. The effect is that the
number density of bright line-emitters is higher, while the number density
of faint line-emitter is slightly lower. The blue line shows the fit to the bins
after correcting for the filter profile, which again highlights the effect of
the correction. The grey line shows a model prediction by Gronke et al.
(2015) which is based on the LBG LF and a Ly↵ EW distribution, frozen
at z = 6.0. It is remarkable that there it agrees well with the blue curve,
despite not being a fit.

Luminosity bin Number density correction factor
42.5 0.99
42.7 1.07
42.9 1.18
43.1 1.32
43.3 1.51
43.5 1.77
43.7 2.08
43.9 2.79

Table 5. Correction factors for the number densities at z = 6.6. These
corrections are made for the bias arising from the observations through the
filter profile not being a top-hat. Because of the filter profile, luminous LAEs
can be observed as faint LAEs, meaning that their real number densities are
higher than observed. This is particularly important for when comparing
narrow-band LAE searches with IFU based LAE searches.

high luminosities and indicate that the observed Ly↵ luminosity
function at z = 6.6 can be fitted by a powerlaw (e.g. the pentagons
in Fig. 4). The powerlaw fit is:
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Since we have only two sources in SA22-Deep and since this
agrees very well UDS and COSMOS, we will include them when
we refer to the UDS+COSMOS sample in the remainder of the
text. We will also refer to the SA22-Wide results as SA22.
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4 The most luminous z = 6.6 Ly↵ emitters: PopIII?

BVI
CR7

MASOSA

z NB921 Y J YJHK 3.6 μm 4.5 μm

FIG. 2.— Thumbnails of both luminous Ly↵ emitters in the optical to MIR from left to right. Each thumbnail is 8 ⇥ 800, corresponding to ⇠ 43 ⇥ 43 kpc at
z ⇠ 6.6. Note that while for MASOSA the Ly↵ emission line is detected by the NB921 filter at full transmission, for CR7 the Ly↵ is only detected at ⇠ 50%
transmission. Therefore, the NB921 only captures ⇠ 50% of the Ly↵ flux: the real flux is ⇠ 2⇥ larger.

TABLE 2
A SUMMARY OF OUR RESULTS FOR CR7 AND HIMIKO. THESE INCLUDE
BOTH THE SPECTROSCOPIC MEASUREMENTS, BUT ALSO PHOTOMETRY.
IN ORDER TO PROVIDE AN EASY COMPARISON, WE ALSO PROVIDE THE
MEASUREMENTS FOR HIMIKO, THE OTHER LUMINOUS SOURCE IN THE

MATTHEE ET AL. (2015) SAMPLE. FOR HIMIKO, THE SUPERSCRIPT
LABELS REFER TO: 1: MEASUREMENT FROM OUCHI ET AL. (2013). 2:

MEASUREMENT BY MATTHEE ET AL. (2015) BASED ON OWN UDS
REDUCTION. 3: MEASUREMENT FROM BOWLER ET AL. (2014) SINCE
THE Y DATA WAS NOT AVAILABLE BEFORE ULTRAVISTA AND THE H

DATA IS SIGNIFICANTLY IMPROVED.

Em. Line CR7 MASOSA Himiko
z
spec

6.6 6.56 6.54
Ly↵ (EW

obs

) 1000 1000 100
Ly↵ (EW

int

) 1000 1000 100
Ly↵ (Lum) 1000 1000 100
HeII (EW) 1000 — —

CIV < 1.5 — —
CI] < 1.5 — —

NeV < 1.5 — —
Band CR7 MASOSA Himiko
BV I > 28 > 28 > 28.71

z 25.35± 0.20 26.28± 0.37 25.86± 0.201

NB921 2” 23.70± 0.04 23.84± 0.04 23.95± 0.022

NB921 auto 23.24± 0.03 23.81± 0.03 23.55± 0.051

Y 24.92± 0.13 > 26.35 25.0± 0.353

J 24.62± 0.10 > 26.15 25.03± 0.251

H 25.08± 0.14 > 25.85 25.5± 0.353

K 25.15± 0.15 > 25.65 24.77± 0.291

3.6µm 23.86± 0.17 > 25.6 23.69± 0.091

4.5µm 24.52± 0.61 > 25.1 24.28± 0.191

In both the VLT (FORS2 or X-SHOOTER) and Keck
(DEIMOS) spectra for the two targets, we detect the very
strong Ly↵ line (Figure 3) in emission, and no continuum ei-
ther directly red-ward or blue-ward of Ly↵. The very clear
asymmetric profiles, leaves no doubts about them being Ly↵
and about the secure redshift (Figure 3). Particularly for CR7,
the extremely high S/N > 200ZZZ (ZZZZZ) at Ly↵, despite
the very modest exposure time for such a high-redshift galaxy,
clearly reveals this source is unique. MASOSA is much more
compact, and its nature is likely similar to other metal-poor
Lyman-↵ emitters (Nagao et al. 2008; Ono et al. 2010, 2012;
Matthee et al. 2015). However, given the very high EW and
no continuum detection, MASOSA is likely extremely metal-
poor.

Based on Ly↵, we obtain redshifts of z = 6.604 for CR7
and z = 6.541 for MASOSA. The redshift determination
yields the same answer for both our data-sets: X-SHOOTER

and DEIMOS, for CR7 and FORS2 and DEIMOS, for MA-
SOSA. It is worth nothing that for CR7, we find that the Ly↵
emission line is detected by the NB921 in a lower transmis-
sion region of the filter profile (⇠ 50% of peak transmission).
Therefore, the Ly↵ luminosity of the source is twice as large
as estimated from the photometric NB921 estimate, making
the source even more luminous.

3.2. Spectral line measurements
By fitting a Gaussian, we measure the EW and the flux of

each line, which we then use to compute the luminosity.
For MASOSA, we find no other line in the optical spectrum,

and also find no continuum at any wavelength probed. For
CR7, we find no continuum either directly blue-ward or red-
ward of Ly↵ in the optical spectrum (both in X-SHOOTER
and DEIMOS). However, we make a continuum detection
(very compact) in the rest-frame 931-1016 Åfor CR7, with
clear absorption features corresponding to the Ly↵ forest.
The reddest wavelength for which we can see continuum di-
rectly from the spectra corresponds to Ly↵ at z = 5.3: for
higher redshifts the flux is consistent with zero for our spec-
tra. This clear continuum detection at wavelengths slightly
redder than the Lyman-limit, but then disappearing for longer
wavelengths, can be explained by a combination of a very
blue continuum and an average increase of the neutral frac-
tion along the line of sight towards higher redshift, similar
to the Gunn-Peterson trough observed in quasar spectra (e.g.
Becker et al. 2001).

For CR7, our X-SHOOTER NIR spectrum allows us to look
for continuum and any other emission line. We find a very
strong (FLUX ZZZZ) and narrow (ZZZZ FWHM) HeII1640
emission line at z = 6.6XX (ZZZ sigma). The flux of this
line (ZZZZZ) is consistent with explaining the J band excess
we see in the photometry.

3.3. NIR Spectra: HeII and no other lines
We explore our X-SHOOTER NIR spectra to look for any

other emission lines in the spectrum of CR7. The photome-
try reveals a clear J band excess, which could potentially be
explained by strong emission lines. We mask all regions for
which the error spectrum is too large, including the strongest
OH lines. We then inspect the spectrum for any strong emis-
sion lines. We find a strong emission line at ZZZZZZZ (see
Figure 4). We find no other emission lines in the spectum
(Figure 4). The emission line found, at z = 6.6, corresponds
to 1640A, and thus we associate with HeII. Given the strong
line flux, and the level of continuum estimated from e.g. Y
and H bands, the line flux we measure is sufficient to explain

4 The most luminous z = 6.6 Ly↵ emitters: PopIII?
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FIG. 2.— Thumbnails of both luminous Ly↵ emitters in the optical to MIR from left to right. Each thumbnail is 8 ⇥ 800, corresponding to ⇠ 43 ⇥ 43 kpc at
z ⇠ 6.6. Note that while for MASOSA the Ly↵ emission line is detected by the NB921 filter at full transmission, for CR7 the Ly↵ is only detected at ⇠ 50%
transmission. Therefore, the NB921 only captures ⇠ 50% of the Ly↵ flux: the real flux is ⇠ 2⇥ larger.

TABLE 2
A SUMMARY OF OUR RESULTS FOR CR7 AND HIMIKO. THESE INCLUDE
BOTH THE SPECTROSCOPIC MEASUREMENTS, BUT ALSO PHOTOMETRY.
IN ORDER TO PROVIDE AN EASY COMPARISON, WE ALSO PROVIDE THE
MEASUREMENTS FOR HIMIKO, THE OTHER LUMINOUS SOURCE IN THE

MATTHEE ET AL. (2015) SAMPLE. FOR HIMIKO, THE SUPERSCRIPT
LABELS REFER TO: 1: MEASUREMENT FROM OUCHI ET AL. (2013). 2:

MEASUREMENT BY MATTHEE ET AL. (2015) BASED ON OWN UDS
REDUCTION. 3: MEASUREMENT FROM BOWLER ET AL. (2014) SINCE
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CIV < 1.5 — —
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z 25.35± 0.20 26.28± 0.37 25.86± 0.201

NB921 2” 23.70± 0.04 23.84± 0.04 23.95± 0.022

NB921 auto 23.24± 0.03 23.81± 0.03 23.55± 0.051

Y 24.92± 0.13 > 26.35 25.0± 0.353

J 24.62± 0.10 > 26.15 25.03± 0.251

H 25.08± 0.14 > 25.85 25.5± 0.353

K 25.15± 0.15 > 25.65 24.77± 0.291

3.6µm 23.86± 0.17 > 25.6 23.69± 0.091

4.5µm 24.52± 0.61 > 25.1 24.28± 0.191

In both the VLT (FORS2 or X-SHOOTER) and Keck
(DEIMOS) spectra for the two targets, we detect the very
strong Ly↵ line (Figure 3) in emission, and no continuum ei-
ther directly red-ward or blue-ward of Ly↵. The very clear
asymmetric profiles, leaves no doubts about them being Ly↵
and about the secure redshift (Figure 3). Particularly for CR7,
the extremely high S/N > 200ZZZ (ZZZZZ) at Ly↵, despite
the very modest exposure time for such a high-redshift galaxy,
clearly reveals this source is unique. MASOSA is much more
compact, and its nature is likely similar to other metal-poor
Lyman-↵ emitters (Nagao et al. 2008; Ono et al. 2010, 2012;
Matthee et al. 2015). However, given the very high EW and
no continuum detection, MASOSA is likely extremely metal-
poor.

Based on Ly↵, we obtain redshifts of z = 6.604 for CR7
and z = 6.541 for MASOSA. The redshift determination
yields the same answer for both our data-sets: X-SHOOTER

and DEIMOS, for CR7 and FORS2 and DEIMOS, for MA-
SOSA. It is worth nothing that for CR7, we find that the Ly↵
emission line is detected by the NB921 in a lower transmis-
sion region of the filter profile (⇠ 50% of peak transmission).
Therefore, the Ly↵ luminosity of the source is twice as large
as estimated from the photometric NB921 estimate, making
the source even more luminous.

3.2. Spectral line measurements
By fitting a Gaussian, we measure the EW and the flux of

each line, which we then use to compute the luminosity.
For MASOSA, we find no other line in the optical spectrum,

and also find no continuum at any wavelength probed. For
CR7, we find no continuum either directly blue-ward or red-
ward of Ly↵ in the optical spectrum (both in X-SHOOTER
and DEIMOS). However, we make a continuum detection
(very compact) in the rest-frame 931-1016 Åfor CR7, with
clear absorption features corresponding to the Ly↵ forest.
The reddest wavelength for which we can see continuum di-
rectly from the spectra corresponds to Ly↵ at z = 5.3: for
higher redshifts the flux is consistent with zero for our spec-
tra. This clear continuum detection at wavelengths slightly
redder than the Lyman-limit, but then disappearing for longer
wavelengths, can be explained by a combination of a very
blue continuum and an average increase of the neutral frac-
tion along the line of sight towards higher redshift, similar
to the Gunn-Peterson trough observed in quasar spectra (e.g.
Becker et al. 2001).

For CR7, our X-SHOOTER NIR spectrum allows us to look
for continuum and any other emission line. We find a very
strong (FLUX ZZZZ) and narrow (ZZZZ FWHM) HeII1640
emission line at z = 6.6XX (ZZZ sigma). The flux of this
line (ZZZZZ) is consistent with explaining the J band excess
we see in the photometry.

3.3. NIR Spectra: HeII and no other lines
We explore our X-SHOOTER NIR spectra to look for any

other emission lines in the spectrum of CR7. The photome-
try reveals a clear J band excess, which could potentially be
explained by strong emission lines. We mask all regions for
which the error spectrum is too large, including the strongest
OH lines. We then inspect the spectrum for any strong emis-
sion lines. We find a strong emission line at ZZZZZZZ (see
Figure 4). We find no other emission lines in the spectum
(Figure 4). The emission line found, at z = 6.6, corresponds
to 1640A, and thus we associate with HeII. Given the strong
line flux, and the level of continuum estimated from e.g. Y
and H bands, the line flux we measure is sufficient to explain
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FIG. 2.— Thumbnails of both luminous Ly↵ emitters in the optical to MIR from left to right. Each thumbnail is 8 ⇥ 800, corresponding to ⇠ 43 ⇥ 43 kpc at
z ⇠ 6.6. Note that while for MASOSA the Ly↵ emission line is detected by the NB921 filter at full transmission, for CR7 the Ly↵ is only detected at ⇠ 50%
transmission. Therefore, the NB921 only captures ⇠ 50% of the Ly↵ flux: the real flux is ⇠ 2⇥ larger.

TABLE 2
A SUMMARY OF OUR RESULTS FOR CR7 AND HIMIKO. THESE INCLUDE
BOTH THE SPECTROSCOPIC MEASUREMENTS, BUT ALSO PHOTOMETRY.
IN ORDER TO PROVIDE AN EASY COMPARISON, WE ALSO PROVIDE THE
MEASUREMENTS FOR HIMIKO, THE OTHER LUMINOUS SOURCE IN THE

MATTHEE ET AL. (2015) SAMPLE. FOR HIMIKO, THE SUPERSCRIPT
LABELS REFER TO: 1: MEASUREMENT FROM OUCHI ET AL. (2013). 2:

MEASUREMENT BY MATTHEE ET AL. (2015) BASED ON OWN UDS
REDUCTION. 3: MEASUREMENT FROM BOWLER ET AL. (2014) SINCE
THE Y DATA WAS NOT AVAILABLE BEFORE ULTRAVISTA AND THE H

DATA IS SIGNIFICANTLY IMPROVED.

Em. Line CR7 MASOSA Himiko
z
spec

6.6 6.56 6.54
Ly↵ (EW

obs

) 1000 1000 100
Ly↵ (EW

int

) 1000 1000 100
Ly↵ (Lum) 1000 1000 100
HeII (EW) 1000 — —

CIV < 1.5 — —
CI] < 1.5 — —

NeV < 1.5 — —
Band CR7 MASOSA Himiko
BV I > 28 > 28 > 28.71

z 25.35± 0.20 26.28± 0.37 25.86± 0.201

NB921 2” 23.70± 0.04 23.84± 0.04 23.95± 0.022

NB921 auto 23.24± 0.03 23.81± 0.03 23.55± 0.051

Y 24.92± 0.13 > 26.35 25.0± 0.353

J 24.62± 0.10 > 26.15 25.03± 0.251

H 25.08± 0.14 > 25.85 25.5± 0.353

K 25.15± 0.15 > 25.65 24.77± 0.291

3.6µm 23.86± 0.17 > 25.6 23.69± 0.091

4.5µm 24.52± 0.61 > 25.1 24.28± 0.191

In both the VLT (FORS2 or X-SHOOTER) and Keck
(DEIMOS) spectra for the two targets, we detect the very
strong Ly↵ line (Figure 3) in emission, and no continuum ei-
ther directly red-ward or blue-ward of Ly↵. The very clear
asymmetric profiles, leaves no doubts about them being Ly↵
and about the secure redshift (Figure 3). Particularly for CR7,
the extremely high S/N > 200ZZZ (ZZZZZ) at Ly↵, despite
the very modest exposure time for such a high-redshift galaxy,
clearly reveals this source is unique. MASOSA is much more
compact, and its nature is likely similar to other metal-poor
Lyman-↵ emitters (Nagao et al. 2008; Ono et al. 2010, 2012;
Matthee et al. 2015). However, given the very high EW and
no continuum detection, MASOSA is likely extremely metal-
poor.

Based on Ly↵, we obtain redshifts of z = 6.604 for CR7
and z = 6.541 for MASOSA. The redshift determination
yields the same answer for both our data-sets: X-SHOOTER

and DEIMOS, for CR7 and FORS2 and DEIMOS, for MA-
SOSA. It is worth nothing that for CR7, we find that the Ly↵
emission line is detected by the NB921 in a lower transmis-
sion region of the filter profile (⇠ 50% of peak transmission).
Therefore, the Ly↵ luminosity of the source is twice as large
as estimated from the photometric NB921 estimate, making
the source even more luminous.

3.2. Spectral line measurements
By fitting a Gaussian, we measure the EW and the flux of

each line, which we then use to compute the luminosity.
For MASOSA, we find no other line in the optical spectrum,

and also find no continuum at any wavelength probed. For
CR7, we find no continuum either directly blue-ward or red-
ward of Ly↵ in the optical spectrum (both in X-SHOOTER
and DEIMOS). However, we make a continuum detection
(very compact) in the rest-frame 931-1016 Åfor CR7, with
clear absorption features corresponding to the Ly↵ forest.
The reddest wavelength for which we can see continuum di-
rectly from the spectra corresponds to Ly↵ at z = 5.3: for
higher redshifts the flux is consistent with zero for our spec-
tra. This clear continuum detection at wavelengths slightly
redder than the Lyman-limit, but then disappearing for longer
wavelengths, can be explained by a combination of a very
blue continuum and an average increase of the neutral frac-
tion along the line of sight towards higher redshift, similar
to the Gunn-Peterson trough observed in quasar spectra (e.g.
Becker et al. 2001).

For CR7, our X-SHOOTER NIR spectrum allows us to look
for continuum and any other emission line. We find a very
strong (FLUX ZZZZ) and narrow (ZZZZ FWHM) HeII1640
emission line at z = 6.6XX (ZZZ sigma). The flux of this
line (ZZZZZ) is consistent with explaining the J band excess
we see in the photometry.

3.3. NIR Spectra: HeII and no other lines
We explore our X-SHOOTER NIR spectra to look for any

other emission lines in the spectrum of CR7. The photome-
try reveals a clear J band excess, which could potentially be
explained by strong emission lines. We mask all regions for
which the error spectrum is too large, including the strongest
OH lines. We then inspect the spectrum for any strong emis-
sion lines. We find a strong emission line at ZZZZZZZ (see
Figure 4). We find no other emission lines in the spectum
(Figure 4). The emission line found, at z = 6.6, corresponds
to 1640A, and thus we associate with HeII. Given the strong
line flux, and the level of continuum estimated from e.g. Y
and H bands, the line flux we measure is sufficient to explain

VLT/X-Shooter + Keck/DEIMOS (~3.8 hours) VLT/FORS2 + Keck/DEIMOS (~2.4 hours)

`Cosmos Redshift 7’ (CR7) and `MASOSA’ 
the brightest z=6.6 LAEs
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Lyman-α Luminosity function at z=6.6
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Evolution from z=5.7 to 6.6 to 7.3
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Santos, Sobral+ (z=5.7)

No evolution z=5.7-6.6 at bright end - both power-laws



Bulk of the evolution happens at the faint end!

z=5.7 to z=6.6 evolution

Matthee et al. 2015
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z=6.6 to z=7.3 evolution

Evolution from z=6.6 to 7.3

Oesch et al. 2015; Zitrin et al. 2015 (narrowness of Lya up to z~8.6)
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z=6.6 to z=7.3 evolution

Evolution from z=6.6 to 7.3

Oesch et al. 2015; Zitrin et al. 2015 (narrowness of Lya up to z~8.6)
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Sobral Part B2 XGAL-PARUS

observations, that will allow us to make important progress up to z~7 in analysing the evolution of the Lyα 
luminosity function (see Fig. 6). We note that the steep drop of the quantum efficiency of HSC makes it 
impossible to conduct competitive surveys beyond ~1.0µm. I will address that with a VISTA z=7.7 narrow-
band survey (PI: Sobral) which will be fully complementary, by providing the complete picture of evolution 
(see Fig. 3). Our surveys will be i) deep enough to probe below L∗, and to obtain samples of order of ~100 
Lyα emitters at z = 7.7, and 1000s at each of the lower redshift slices (see Fig. 6) and ii) wide enough (down 
to ~L∗) to probe the behaviour at the highest luminosities for the first time (Fig. 3, 6), and find the most 
luminous emitters for detailed follow-up at all redshifts. This will allow us to measure the evolution of the 
LF to z=7.7 for the first time, and confront model predictions (e.g. Dijkstra 2014). We note that we will 
recover similar sources as the spectroscopically confirmed z=7.73 (Fig. 3) from Oesch et al. (2015) without 
any problem with our survey. IRAC data available in all our target fields will also allow us to further identify 
and study our Lyα emitters. We will also explore even wider surveys and that will complement our results 
towards the end of the project, like J-PAS. Euclid (deep 40 deg2) will also be an exciting mission to further 
extend our searches at high redshift, particularly for the highest line fluxes. 

Fig. 3- Left: The Lyα luminosity function and its evolution from z = 5.7 to z = 7.3 with the current best estimates from 
Suprime-cam observations, including the major contribution from me and my student (Matthee, Sobral et al. 2015). My 
pilot wide field observations are revealing that while the faint end slope seems to be dropping very fast, the bright end 
seems to behave in a different way, likely because the brightest sources are able to carve large enough ionised bubbles 
earlier on. My project will significantly improve our knowledge, by conducting surveys 10-100 times larger. Right: A 
highlight of my unique z=7.7 VISTA survey (Y-NBS): simulated Lyα luminosity function at z=7.7, one of our 2018 
milestones. Our survey will have both a deeper component, to probe a large enough sample of faint Lyα emitters, but 
also a key wider component, to find rare, bright Lyα emitters like CR7, well within the epoch of re-ionisation (see also 
Figure 6). Numbers of sources are given in Table 1 (Schechter: blue; Power-law bright: red; Power-law: black). 

3) Measure the clustering of Lyα emitters from z~2 to z~8. We will study the clustering of Lyα emitters, 
with our samples of 100s to 1000s of Lyα emitters (Fig. 6) for each redshift slice, over unprecedented 
volumes (10-100x larger than ever surveyed) of over 107 Mpc3 (significantly larger than early ionised 
bubbles). We will be able to investigate the expected signal of re-ionisation, with clustering expected to 
increase from z~6 to z=7.7 (e.g. Dijkstra 2014). Our project will be uniquely insightful because we will also 
study any significant evolution of the dependence of the clustering on galaxy properties before and after the 
epoch of re-ionisation (2<z<6 vs 6<z<8 surveys; Fig. 6), which will be key to truly interpret the evolution 
of the clustering as a signal of re-ionisation. The fact that our survey at z=7.7 will have a deeper and a 
shallower but wider component, and over different fields, is absolutely essential. Re-ionisation is expected to 
be extremely patchy, and thus probing very large (>> 106 Mpc3), independent volumes (4 different fields, 
cosmic variance errors will be < 15%; Sobral et al. 2015b), is essential.  

4) Measure the Lyα line profile and how it may be affected by re-ionisation and other properties. 
Determining the luminosity function, its evolution, and determining the clustering of Lyα emitters at z~2-8 
are key science goals of my ERC project. However, one of the greatest demonstrated strengths of my 
approach is that it will yield the first statistical samples of luminous Lyα candidates that are uniquely suited 
for detailed follow-up up to z~8. For example, some of the faintest emitters will be comparable to the z = 7.7 
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Figure 2: Left: The Ly↵ luminosity function and its evolution from z = 5.7 to z = 7.3 with the current best
estimates from Suprime-cam observations (Matthee et al. 2015; Konno et al. 2014). Wide field observations
are revealing that while the faint end slope seems to be dropping very fast, the bright end seems to behave in a
di↵erent way, likely because the brightest sources are able to cave large enough ionised bubbles earlier on. Right:
Simulated Ly↵ luminosity function from our survey (Y-NBS). Our survey will have both a deeper component,
to probe a large enough sample of faint Ly↵ emitters, but also a key wider component, to find rare, bright Ly↵
emitters. Numbers of sources and the three di↵erent scenarios are given in Table 1 (Schechter: blue; Power-law
bright: red; Power-law: black.

(< 10�2.5 Z�), but no evidence for ‘normal’ AGN (Sobral et al. 2015). In our larger area survey we find even
more luminous candidates at z = 6.6, indicating that the bright end of the LF might resemble a power-law
(Figure 2), similar to Bowler et al. (2014) in the UV. Once confirmed, such sources will provide the first
statistical sample of CR7-like sources to test predictions that e.g. ⇠ 50 % of them should have strong Heii1640
emission (Pallottini et al. 2015; Figure 3).

HSC and a unique opportunity for VISTA to undertake a large z = 7.7 Ly↵ survey

The coming years will see significant progress, particularly with observations from the new Hyper-suprime
camera on Subaru (HSC). HSC will very quickly obtain deep and very wide narrow-band surveys, particularly
focused on Ly↵, from z ⇠ 2 to z = 7.0, up to the redshift where the optical CCD quantum e�ciency allows
competitive observations. While results from HSC at z = 6.6 and z = 7.0 will likely only come out around
2017-2018 (when filters will be available and observations will be conducted), observations at higher redshift,
when Ly↵ is expected to be varying extremely fast (and may be varying di↵erently between faint and bright
emitters) due to re-ionisation, will not be possible with HSC at all. This opens a unique opportunity for
VISTA to conduct such surveys. Thus, with this proposal we aim to explore the unmatched
area+depth capabilities of VISTA just beyond 1 µm, to target the rapidly evolving Ly↵ emission
line deep into the epoch of re-ionisation at z = 7.7. We aim to directly measure the e↵ects of re-ionisation
to z = 7.7 with an homogeneous selection, which will naturally complement the optical Hyper-suprime cam
surveys stopping at z = 7.0. Our survey aims at obtaining statistical samples of Ly↵ emitters at z = 7.7, of
about ⇡ 100 (140 ± 30 when combining our wide and deep surveys; see Table 1 and Figure 2 – right panel),
which would mean 2 orders of magnitude improvement on current samples. We note that the recent z = 7.73
spectroscopic confirmation of strong Ly↵ (Oesch et al. 2015; L

Ly↵ ⇡ 1043.1 erg s�1; EW
obs

⇡ 175 Å), which will
be easily identified by our survey, is very encouraging. We show in Figure 2 the likely number density of such
galaxies and how that compares with the full sample (forecasts with di↵erent scenarios) we will obtain.
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observations, that will allow us to make important progress up to z~7 in analysing the evolution of the Lyα 
luminosity function (see Fig. 6). We note that the steep drop of the quantum efficiency of HSC makes it 
impossible to conduct competitive surveys beyond ~1.0µm. I will address that with a VISTA z=7.7 narrow-
band survey (PI: Sobral) which will be fully complementary, by providing the complete picture of evolution 
(see Fig. 3). Our surveys will be i) deep enough to probe below L∗, and to obtain samples of order of ~100 
Lyα emitters at z = 7.7, and 1000s at each of the lower redshift slices (see Fig. 6) and ii) wide enough (down 
to ~L∗) to probe the behaviour at the highest luminosities for the first time (Fig. 3, 6), and find the most 
luminous emitters for detailed follow-up at all redshifts. This will allow us to measure the evolution of the 
LF to z=7.7 for the first time, and confront model predictions (e.g. Dijkstra 2014). We note that we will 
recover similar sources as the spectroscopically confirmed z=7.73 (Fig. 3) from Oesch et al. (2015) without 
any problem with our survey. IRAC data available in all our target fields will also allow us to further identify 
and study our Lyα emitters. We will also explore even wider surveys and that will complement our results 
towards the end of the project, like J-PAS. Euclid (deep 40 deg2) will also be an exciting mission to further 
extend our searches at high redshift, particularly for the highest line fluxes. 

Fig. 3- Left: The Lyα luminosity function and its evolution from z = 5.7 to z = 7.3 with the current best estimates from 
Suprime-cam observations, including the major contribution from me and my student (Matthee, Sobral et al. 2015). My 
pilot wide field observations are revealing that while the faint end slope seems to be dropping very fast, the bright end 
seems to behave in a different way, likely because the brightest sources are able to carve large enough ionised bubbles 
earlier on. My project will significantly improve our knowledge, by conducting surveys 10-100 times larger. Right: A 
highlight of my unique z=7.7 VISTA survey (Y-NBS): simulated Lyα luminosity function at z=7.7, one of our 2018 
milestones. Our survey will have both a deeper component, to probe a large enough sample of faint Lyα emitters, but 
also a key wider component, to find rare, bright Lyα emitters like CR7, well within the epoch of re-ionisation (see also 
Figure 6). Numbers of sources are given in Table 1 (Schechter: blue; Power-law bright: red; Power-law: black). 

3) Measure the clustering of Lyα emitters from z~2 to z~8. We will study the clustering of Lyα emitters, 
with our samples of 100s to 1000s of Lyα emitters (Fig. 6) for each redshift slice, over unprecedented 
volumes (10-100x larger than ever surveyed) of over 107 Mpc3 (significantly larger than early ionised 
bubbles). We will be able to investigate the expected signal of re-ionisation, with clustering expected to 
increase from z~6 to z=7.7 (e.g. Dijkstra 2014). Our project will be uniquely insightful because we will also 
study any significant evolution of the dependence of the clustering on galaxy properties before and after the 
epoch of re-ionisation (2<z<6 vs 6<z<8 surveys; Fig. 6), which will be key to truly interpret the evolution 
of the clustering as a signal of re-ionisation. The fact that our survey at z=7.7 will have a deeper and a 
shallower but wider component, and over different fields, is absolutely essential. Re-ionisation is expected to 
be extremely patchy, and thus probing very large (>> 106 Mpc3), independent volumes (4 different fields, 
cosmic variance errors will be < 15%; Sobral et al. 2015b), is essential.  

4) Measure the Lyα line profile and how it may be affected by re-ionisation and other properties. 
Determining the luminosity function, its evolution, and determining the clustering of Lyα emitters at z~2-8 
are key science goals of my ERC project. However, one of the greatest demonstrated strengths of my 
approach is that it will yield the first statistical samples of luminous Lyα candidates that are uniquely suited 
for detailed follow-up up to z~8. For example, some of the faintest emitters will be comparable to the z = 7.7 
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Figure 2: Left: The Ly↵ luminosity function and its evolution from z = 5.7 to z = 7.3 with the current best
estimates from Suprime-cam observations (Matthee et al. 2015; Konno et al. 2014). Wide field observations
are revealing that while the faint end slope seems to be dropping very fast, the bright end seems to behave in a
di↵erent way, likely because the brightest sources are able to cave large enough ionised bubbles earlier on. Right:
Simulated Ly↵ luminosity function from our survey (Y-NBS). Our survey will have both a deeper component,
to probe a large enough sample of faint Ly↵ emitters, but also a key wider component, to find rare, bright Ly↵
emitters. Numbers of sources and the three di↵erent scenarios are given in Table 1 (Schechter: blue; Power-law
bright: red; Power-law: black.

(< 10�2.5 Z�), but no evidence for ‘normal’ AGN (Sobral et al. 2015). In our larger area survey we find even
more luminous candidates at z = 6.6, indicating that the bright end of the LF might resemble a power-law
(Figure 2), similar to Bowler et al. (2014) in the UV. Once confirmed, such sources will provide the first
statistical sample of CR7-like sources to test predictions that e.g. ⇠ 50 % of them should have strong Heii1640
emission (Pallottini et al. 2015; Figure 3).

HSC and a unique opportunity for VISTA to undertake a large z = 7.7 Ly↵ survey

The coming years will see significant progress, particularly with observations from the new Hyper-suprime
camera on Subaru (HSC). HSC will very quickly obtain deep and very wide narrow-band surveys, particularly
focused on Ly↵, from z ⇠ 2 to z = 7.0, up to the redshift where the optical CCD quantum e�ciency allows
competitive observations. While results from HSC at z = 6.6 and z = 7.0 will likely only come out around
2017-2018 (when filters will be available and observations will be conducted), observations at higher redshift,
when Ly↵ is expected to be varying extremely fast (and may be varying di↵erently between faint and bright
emitters) due to re-ionisation, will not be possible with HSC at all. This opens a unique opportunity for
VISTA to conduct such surveys. Thus, with this proposal we aim to explore the unmatched
area+depth capabilities of VISTA just beyond 1 µm, to target the rapidly evolving Ly↵ emission
line deep into the epoch of re-ionisation at z = 7.7. We aim to directly measure the e↵ects of re-ionisation
to z = 7.7 with an homogeneous selection, which will naturally complement the optical Hyper-suprime cam
surveys stopping at z = 7.0. Our survey aims at obtaining statistical samples of Ly↵ emitters at z = 7.7, of
about ⇡ 100 (140 ± 30 when combining our wide and deep surveys; see Table 1 and Figure 2 – right panel),
which would mean 2 orders of magnitude improvement on current samples. We note that the recent z = 7.73
spectroscopic confirmation of strong Ly↵ (Oesch et al. 2015; L

Ly↵ ⇡ 1043.1 erg s�1; EW
obs

⇡ 175 Å), which will
be easily identified by our survey, is very encouraging. We show in Figure 2 the likely number density of such
galaxies and how that compares with the full sample (forecasts with di↵erent scenarios) we will obtain.
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Needs to be tested: easy to do up to 
z~7.7… if we don’t waste all the time just 

going ultra-deep on small volumes

How far back can we find large enough re-
ionised bubbles? And how big are they?
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What is the nature of these luminous 
Lyα emitters?

What is the nature of CR7? 

Uniqueness: we can go beyond just 
getting a redshift
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Sobral, Matthee, Darvish et al. 2015



Sobral, Matthee, Darvish et al. 2015

These sources are simply not followed-up: “strange 
SEDs”: easily classed as brown dwarfs or interlopers



EW = 80 A
FWHM = 150 km/s

CR7: X-SHOOTER: 2 hours Anything interesting to explain J excess?
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This is what we have: Lyα EW>230 A 
(likely >1000A)

“Looks” like it
“Moves” like it
“Smells” like it

HeII EW ~80 A!

No lines except Lyα 
and HeII (so far!)

Narrow Lyα and 
narrow HeII

HeII/Lyα~0.1

“Talks” like it

?

Schaerer 2002



Not PopIII only
Sobral, Matthee, Darvish et al. 2015

CR7



Sobral, Matthee, Darvish et al. 2015

CR7

PopIII + “more normal”?
(DCBH?)



NB921 (Lyα) Subaru

CR7

F110W (YJ) HST F160W (H) HST

10 kpc

BC

10 kpc
A

BC

A

BC

A
10 kpc

CR7 = A+B+C
B+C only (HST)

A

BC0.43 cm per 0.13 arc sec

3.30769 cm per arcsec

5.410 kpc per arcsec

A
B

C

YJ Lyα H

CR7
5 kpc

PopIII wave?
Sobral+15c

explains ionised bubble

From ground-
based + Spitzer 
photometry: single 
source
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For the DCBH fans:
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PopIII(-like) DCBH

What is the nature of CR7?

vs

See talks by e.g.: 
J. Johnson 
M. Dijkstra 

A. Smith

See talks by e.g. 
E. Visbal

Also e.g.: Pallottini+15; Agarwal+15; Hartwig+15 

Sobral+15

Other alternatives at low metallicity

Throughout this conference



What is the nature of CR7? Sobral+15

More/better observations 
needed + confirm an 

actual sample of CR7-like 
sources + understand 

redshift evolution of this 
potential population



LY M A N - W E R N E R  F L U X  F R O M  C R 7  ?

Lya

Lyman-limit: 912Å

Deeper data coming in January 2016

Escaping Lyman-Werner+ hole in the IGM?Unseen in other z>6 galaxies

Needs to be explained/understood



I Zw18

New (cheap!) observations needed to clarify metallicity

Sobral et al. in prep.

CLOUDY 
modelling 
exploring 

large range of 
physical 

conditions, 
temperatures, 

densities

Current limit 
on CR7 

metallicity 
<10-2.5 solar

HST grism (5 orbits)

2 hours X-Shooter

<10-4 solar !



Up to a full team (~10-20) of CR7-like 
and even super-CR7 candidates… 
Number densities 10-6 Mpc-3

Stay tuned… spectroscopic follow-up on-going

2015



Diversity? All bright enough for detailed follow-up and 
actual statistics.  
 
Selection very well known

Stay tuned… spectroscopic follow-up on-going

Fully done by 
~June-July 2016

Up to a full team (~10-20) of CR7-like 
and even super-CR7 candidates… 
Number densities 10-6 Mpc-3
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Go beyond 1-2 objects and 
explore the actual population… 

Up to 20 candidates + our 
surveys at lower and higher-z

ALMA time to clearly reveal any 
traces of metals

Ideal target(s) for JWST

X-SHOOTER + Keck for CR7-
like sources on-going

Cycle 3. PI: Sobral 6 hours

DCBH?

May 2016



Take home messages

• Luminous Lyα emitters (~1043.5 erg/s) at z=5.7-6.6 
much more common than thought 

• Evolution of the Lyα LF is at the faint end 

• PopIII-like (PopIII or DCBH?) stellar populations 
in luminous Lyα emitters at z=6.6 
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• Stay tuned!

Matthee, Sobral et al. 2015, MNRAS
Sobral, Matthee et al. 2015, ApJ

Sobral et al. in prep.
Santos et al. in prep.
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HST+Subaru image of CR7

JWST/NIRCam IFU FoV (Lya, HeII, HeI, Halpha, Hbeta, [OIII]?)





C L U M P  B  &  C  AT  S A M E  R E D S H I F T ?

Clump B+C are not yet spectroscopically confirmed, but are 
z-dropouts, so photo-z>6.5 most likely 

HST 

ACS/F814W     WFC3/F110W(YJ)  WFC3/160W(H)

Sobral, Matthee et al. 2015 ApJ, 808, 139



SEDs PopIII vs DCBH 

Sobral,JM+2015       Agarwal+2015



I O N I S I N G  E N E R G Y  O F  H E I I  =  5 4 . 4  E V  

Sources: 

• AGN  - no metal lines, lines narrow, no X-ray, blue UV colours, 
(although maybe direct collapse??) 

• Wolf-Rayet stars  - HeII narrow (FWHM << 1000 km/s) (but 
also the case at low metallicity??) 

• Cooling radiation - width lines, EUV flux 

• PopIII-like stars - but why so late (z=6.6), inefficient metal 
mixing?



Ouchi+2009, Ouchi+2013, Zabl+2015

- Extended, luminous Lya 
- Similar Lya FWHM, lower EW 
- 3 clumps, the brightest is very  

blue  
- separation ~ 0.5-1” 
- no HeII, nor any other line 

Is Himiko also a DCBH if CR7 is one? 



Take home messages I 
Contrarily to “common-sense”, bright 
galaxies are really worth it: we get way 

more per second than thought 

Ideal to prepare for JWST (way beyond 
number counts)

PopIII searches with JWST: “find HeII”. 
Clearly that’s not even the start of it. 

CR7 is already showing that.

See previous talks by e.g. : R. Bowler, D. Stark, G. Brammer


